Display Settings Lab

This lab will introduce you to the different settings that are possible with most Windows PCs. If you try this at home there are a number of things that may be different. If you have a specialized video card your settings screen may contain more tabs with a larger variety of controls. If your display adapter  or monitor do not support higher resolutions then you may not be able to change the resolution of your monitor. For most machines these settings will be the same.

1. Write down the type of video card this PC has. Where did you go to find this information?


2. Move the mouse to the center of your screen and right click. What window appears?



3. What are the 6 tabs found in this window? 

4. Click on the Background tab.  This tab allows the user to customize the background screen to fit their personal preference.  The background picture can be an HTML image (jpeg) or a bitmap image (bmp). Go to the Sequoia High School web page (click on the Sequoia link) and then go to the Business/IT department page. On the Program Overview page there is an IT logo. Right click on this image and select “Save Image As”.  When the Save Picture screen appears what directory will you be saving your image into? _______________   
What type of  file is this image? (look at the bottom of the screen where it says Save as Type) ________________________ 


5. Now that you have saved the image make it the background for your screen. Since this picture is not in the correct folder you will have to browse to find it. Once you have selected the image what are the three options under Picture Display? Describe what each of these options does. 





 Once you have experimented with different background screens reset the background to None.

6. Click on the Screen Saver tab. With older monitors it was common for images to be burned into the screen if the image was left on for long periods of time. The screen saver prevented this by constantly changing what was displayed on the screen if the computer was not being used. Today’s monitors do not suffer from this problem so screen savers are now used for entertainment or security. List three different screen savers from the pull down list.

7. To provide security you can password protect your screen saver. If you set the screen saver to come on after a few minutes of idle time and it is password protected then you must enter the password in order to return to the user screen. This is a not a fool proof method of protecting a workstation but it does provide some short term protection if you leave your desk for more than a few minutes.

8. Click on the Appearance tab.  List several schemes that are provided in the pull down menu. Once again you have the option to further customize your screen settings. Choose Pumpkin (large). Describe the changes that would take place if you were to select this option.

9. Return the appearance back to the Windows Standard scheme before moving on. This is the default setting for this class and for Windows.

10. Click on the Web tab. You can turn your desktop into an actual web page by making it an Active Desktop. You can also have live web content displayed on your screen.  Select the Show Web Content on my Active Desktop option and then click on the New button.  When the New Active Desktop Item window pops up click on the Visit Gallery button.  Once you are in Microsoft’s web site select the last option on this page,  J-Track Satellite Tracking.  Also make My Current Home Page your active desktop. Describe what your desktop looks like now.

11. Return these settings back to normal by unselecting each item. 

12. Click on the Effects tab. List the six visual effects you can change on this page.  

13. Which options are currently selected?

14. Which of these options might you choose for someone with poor eye site?


15. Click on the Settings tab. What are the two main settings that you can change on this window? 


16. What are the three options under the colors pull down menu? 

17. Select the highest setting if it is not already selected. 

18. What does it indicate if you only have the lowest option available and nothing higher than that in this pull down window?


19. What is the current Screen Area setting?____________________________________


20. What is the highest screen setting available? ______________________________


21. Change the setting to the highest setting possible and click on the apply button. What message is displayed? 



22. Click OK and describe what happens. 




23. Now you can see why this 15 second reset option is so important. In the past if you changed the display setting you would lose your display and would then have to restart your system in safe mode in order to reset the screen settings. 

24. Click on the Advanced button.  What seven tabs appear. 





25. Click on the GeForce2 MX/MX400 Tab and then click on Additional Properties, what five tabs are now available? 






26. Would these tabs be available on your computer at home? Explain.





27. Customize the desktop to suite your preferences. Show your modified desktop to the instructor for teacher check .____________________________


28. Reset the desktop back to the defaults and show your restored desktop to your instructor for teacher check. _________________________

