Introduction to ArchiCAD

ArchiCAD is a CAD program that has been designed specifically for architectural drawings. The concepts of the first semester all apply to this program but the tools and ways in which commands are implemented are significantly different. 

Open up ArchiCAD. A Welcome message appears, click OK and in the next dialogue box click Open an Existing Document” and click OK. Select the ArchiCAD Intro Dwg (copy this drawing to your home folder from the ITServer first!). Next you are asked which libraries you would like loaded. Select ArchiCAD Library 65 and then click on the ADD button and then the Done button.

Look around at the different tool bars, palettes and menus.  As in any windows program, when you move your cursor over a button it will tell you what that button does. 

Locate the toolbox on the left side of the window. This is similar to the toolbox in AutoCAD LT but the tools are designed specifically for architectural drawings. Choose 6 tools from the toolbox (pick tools you think you will use) and draw a diagram of the button and then the name of the tool. Click once on the tool to select it and then right click on the tool to see a description of the tool. Write a brief description of each of the tools you selected next to your diagram of the tool.

The InfoBox is the box at the top of the screen that says Default Settings in it. Click on the Arrow tool and notice what happens in the InfoBox. Now click on the Wall tool. What happens in the InfoBox? 

Click on the buttons in the InfoBox to see what options are available. What does it mean when a small triangle is found in the lower right-hand corner of a button?

What button on the InfoBox have you already seen in AutoCAD?

Move the cursor to the middle of the screen and right click. What is displayed?

If you select an object and right click this menu will change depending on the context of what you are doing, thus this is known as a Context Menu.

STOP! At this point you should be able to identify the following: Menu bar, toolbar (just below the menu bar), toolbox, infobox, and drawing window.  

At the bottom of your screen is the Coordinate Box. What type of coordinate system does ArchiCAD use?

Click on the button that is a triangle. What does this button do? Confirm this by clicking the button and moving the cursor. (hint: recall the difference between absolute and relative coordinates)

Draw a diagram of the four buttons to the left of the triangle and describe what each does.

What buttons appear just below the Coordinate Box? List 5 of them.

The Control Box is next to the Coordinate Box. Draw a diagram of four of these buttons and explain what each does.

Notice the text box that appears as part of the Control Box. This box will display instructions and information so be sure to keep track of it while you are drawing. What is one major difference between ArchiCAD and AutoCAD with regards to this text window?

Review this worksheet and the parts of the ArchiCAD window. When you are confident you know each part and what it does have the instructor quiz you on the parts of the ArchiCAD window for teacher check Be sure this worksheet and the ArchiCAD Windows worksheet is complete before calling the instructor.

ArchiCAD Window Quiz Score_________________________ Teacher Check ___________________

